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Executive Director's Report American Planning Association’s 2025 National
The Board of Directors met on Planning Conference
April 28, 2025.

The American Planning Association
> The Board approved the (APA) is an organization dedicated to
extensions of the on-board the goal of elevating the profession of
vehicle camera recording system A planning as its practitioners work to
and the Rider360 maintenance improve communities across the nation.

and operation software services n ‘ Annually, the APA hosts its annual
contracts.

National Planning Conference where

> The Board also received a experts in the field provide updates on

preview of the RFP for the West/ current topics in the profession. This year’s conference was held at
Central service provider contract, the convention center in Denver, Colorado and provided dozens of
which will tentatively be awarded educational sessions intended to update the over 4,000 attendees
in January 2026. on the latest trends in the practice.
> Staff also provided an update on Planning is a broad field covering many topics. Some of the

the FY 25 budget, the proposed topics that planning touches include land use policy; preparing

FY 26 budget and Agency communities for emergencies; developing strong communities with
operations. access to parks and healthy food options; as well as transportation

. planning for bikes, transit and paratransit modes.
The next meeting of the Board of

Directors is scheduled for Tuesday, There was a range of impressive topics discussed at this year’s

May 27, 2025. conference.

Andre Colaiace One highlight of the event was provided at the conference’s opening
Executive Director keynote presentation. The speaker, Dr. Mary Beth Janke, spoke to

several challenges taking place in many other professions and that

is the uncertainty coming from government and other sources. Her
message to those at the conference was to focus on resilience. To
recognize the great value that this and other professions provide for
people in their communities and to concentrate on those strengths
and also draw from and build up the support from those who work in
the field around us.

It was a very good event to learn from others across the country to
new developments taking place in the field of planning.

Eric J. Haack
Manager of Strategic Planning
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18th Annual Federal Transit Administration Drug & Alcohol Program
National Conference

o | recently attended the 18th annual FTA Drug and Alcohol Program National
@- e e Conference in Kansas City, Missouri. Attendees, whether new to the transit industry
or experienced professionals, benefited from tailored workshops, educational

REGISTRATION resources, and networking opportunities.

A key point of interest was the new rule on oral fluid testing (OFT). Since the DOT's
final rule in May 2023 authorized employers to use oral fluid drug testing as an
alternative to urine testing, the implementation of DOT oral fluid testing is pending
HHS certification of at least two laboratories. Conference participants had the
chance to discuss the new rule and its potential impact on transit services with staff
from the FTA and Office of Drug and Alcohol Policy Compliance (ODAPC).

1 Additionally, marijuana use, and trends remained a significant topic. With rapidly
changing cannabis laws across states, employers must prioritize workplace safety and productivity, given
the rising prevalence of marijuana positives. It is important to remember that marijuana remains a Schedule |
drug under federal regulations, and the USDOT will continue to test for its presence.

Another valuable resource shared was the recently updated Reasonable Suspicion Testing for Supervisors
training video, available here - Training Video.

The annual conference continues to be an excellent venue for learning from industry experts, understanding
the complexities of transit, and connecting with fellow professionals. The conference concluded with federal
officials highlighting the United States Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) One Pill Can Kill campaign,
aimed at raising awareness about the dangers of fentanyl and synthetic drugs and encouraging the
dissemination of life-saving information.

Alvina Narayan
Senior Manager, Training & Compliance

Commendations
"My driver yesterday was great. She was a terrific driver, and she made me feel very safe and comfortable."

Joel Schneider
Rider since December 2023

"l want to file a smile for Yonia. She was very helpful, courteous, and sweet to me. She understood that | had
hearing problems, she was patient and kept her cool and repeated herself when she needed to. | appreciate
her demeanor and her getting me home safely."

Anna Swett
Rider since July 2001


https://transit-safety.fta.dot.gov/DrugAndAlcohol/Tools/ReasonableSuspicionVideo/default.aspx

